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Parish paying for arts scholarships

3 students will go
to LaPlace school

By Sandra Barbler.
e Parres irsas

The St, John the Bapist Par-
ish Council has votetl to pay
$6,000 for threo youngsters o
attond the Choice Tnternational
Schaol of Music and the Per-

forming Arts in LaPlace,

Several couneil mermbers at &
‘meeting Miesday in Bdgard said
they were impressed by the pro-
grans impact on Youths, espe-
cially after & presentation by
Choice owner Antoine Jasmine
and three of the program’s sti-
dents.

Jasmine said the school is @
nonprofit corporation that i~
proves the community through
the arts, The prograrm has more
than 200 students, ages 5 and

older, Jasmine said Thursday,

‘Shudents at the meeting said
the school helped thern develop
leadership and improve thefr
{arades, Student Devon Mitchell
& West St. John High Schoal
raduate, said the seliools cot-
‘nection with Central State Uni-
versity in Ohio had helped him
to choose the university

Later, Josmine said Mitchell
recelved a full scholarship to the
school in Wilberforce, O, part
of the University System of

one of the
storically

Ohio and known
nation's premier
Black universities

Jasmine told council mernbers
the 2,000 scholarships would
pay for tuition for one year for
cach student, and include books,
lestons and recitals. He said the
students are evidenes the pro-
gram is working.

Councilman Richard “Dale’
Wolfe proposed adopting three
students and financing the fu-
ition vith money from the Eco-

nomie Development budget

The parish needs stich pro-
sams “10 keep our youngsters
on a positive road,” Wolle sud.

Councilman Steve Lee also
praised the organization, but
said the request for money
should be submitted to parish
‘Department of Health and Hu-
‘man Services Director Eloise
Joseph for her inputfirst.

“I don't see a conmection” be-
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fveen the department and the
request, Wolfe said. “We, the
councl, approve fands,

Jasmine said the students
‘could be chosen based on family
income, having good grades or
‘having problems, “multiple

ings. Whatever your discre-

grant Jasmine's request.

Voting for the allocation were
Wolfe, Jaclyn Hotard, Ronnie
Smith, Haston Lewis, Charles
Julien and Darnel Usry: Voting
1o were Lee and Cheryl Millt.
CGouncilman Danny Millet ab-
staired.
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